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BEF, France

Aug 17th
My Dear Kitty,


Your letter arrived on the 23rd of August, just after I had written to Mother.  I am pleased to know you are all well and doing your bit helping to can the Kaizer (sic) by canning the fruits, vegetables ect according to Hoover.  Mother sent me your picture.  You are looking better so ranch life must be agreeing with you.  I could go a good feed of  Rasp.  or Strawberries now.  Fruit is very scare over here and naturally what there is is expensive.  As a substitute we get all the different berry jams but havn’t (sic) seen any sub. for cherries so far.  I for the first Sunday P.I. (?) after the 4th of July the first in six weeks so they must not be very particular about paper  or else they are too particular.  Which ever (sic) extreme it is they haven’t arrived here very regular.  Mother wanted to send me some things but I advised her not to.  They might not get here and besides I don’t need any comforts, can buy extras cheaper than you could get them so I don’t want ye (sic) to make any needless sacrifices on my behalf.  You make my mouth water when you speak of ice cream.  It’s a rare bird over here just now.  I had good sleep on the 4th instead.  It rained torrents so I didn’t go to see all the parades or march past of the allied troops.  There isn’t any novelty in that kind for me now.  The only thing that interests me just now is my fourteen days leave which is due next month.  I intend to visit some friends in London, Dublin, Limerick and the dear old village, Athea.  I have never been in Dublin before so am giving myself a treat this time.

Nell has been home the first two weeks in August so I guess I’ll have to visit Kingston too, if I wish to see her.  She is pretty close to London so I am hoping to take her around there if she can get the time off.  I was very proud of my knowledge of Lummon (?) town years ago.  Knew more about it than some of the natives.  It seemed much more familiar to me than the old dot where I was raised.  All the younger people were strange to me in Athea and I wasn’t long enough there to get acquainted.  I hope to do better this trip though.  I wish you and Ada was with me, you’d enjoy these old countries, they are so different from the wild and wooly West but then I never expected to come over like this.  Just imagine me a modern crusader, one of half a hundred types from all parts of the world.  France has several coloured races from Africa and other French colonies fighting for her.  English coloured troops are motly labour companys doing the work behind the lives and at the different bases.  I havn’t met any U.S. darkies but I suppose they are over here alright.  I am not going to critisize (sic) any more about your remarks, but I ought to know you haven’t studied things outside reading the papers but they are quite satisfied with what US has done so far over here, only a sample of what they are going to do to finish the war.  Things looks so good now that I expect to see you all inside of a year.  Give my love to Ada.  I am going to write to her pretty soon just to say How do you do.  Give my regards to Jean.  Wishing you both the best of luck and happiness,

I remain, 

Your affec Uncle,

 R. Moore (?)
